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Tennessee River’s health not much better _
_than 5 years ago, but it's zmpromng Rlver bactena
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lroop@htimes.com . . | teria In "
veyearsaﬁeraHuntsvdleTimesmv parts of the
tion used one word — “sick” - to sum u - Tennessee River.
‘Tennessee River, it’s still too early to eaﬁ the. Bacterla comes from
many sources, and
patient recovered. many types are not
: Ewdenoe does s% est several maJor pollution  hamiful to humans.
- sources — an old DDT plant on Redstone Arsenal  But high levels do
and a paper plant in Courtland, amongothers are Indicatethe .
no longer threats. _ ggssrblmy ﬂf;at}hmore
: Estabhshed watrhd like the Ténnessee Valley =~ Jangerousforms
-Authority, . Alabama Department of - and strep bacteria

E Envn'onmental M ement and the Alabama -~ maybe present. - [l
.” Rivers Alliance are still on the job. Andthey‘venow "~ Bacteria counts are -
" béen joined by new citizens %-oups such as WM'WW"
Alabama Water Watch “Not banner-carrying. A are te

Pleasesa_a‘s_lcl(on__AIG -TpoadelheoutpetVzupm
-wduum muﬁ-ﬂ seﬂ,m”

i Samplod 0n Oct. 18,1997 _

- . it River at Hobbs isiand Road crossing

- ] .‘Telleneellinrone mlle above DMO Landlng

: Dﬂbluﬁg 75 yards from opening to Tenpessee River .

n200

Iﬁv‘erbelow.-.Ditto Landing’kfore Aldridge Creek -

8750 ,
mddge Omek 300 yards from entrance to Tennessee River -
3 [

- Teumessee llnr 200 yards below Aldridge Creek entrance :

Ali!tﬂge Creek at Mountaln Gap Road crossing

Groups watch nver... and budget g ek st Ao Rosd i

‘ %ymes Writer 3 Lzmcreel( at opening to Tennes'see River
\ttmes com. 6,000 :
ake eon - can {) to 300 unds
- That’s.ei t feet of 7 bl ack scales ghdmg
through the Tennessee River basin.

Five ears ago when The Huntsville Times _ ,
ggbhshed a lengthy report on the health of the Riverwalk Marina Decatur
nnessee Rlver, iere were few sturgeon to be . . —————;
found. At the time, the Tennessee Valley Authority =~ Scus Universit of Aabama in Huntsvile
was the chief environmental steward -of the river. :

That hasn't changed; these remain TVA waters,
although TVA!hg%ngergets feﬂeral money for envi-- . -
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1,400,000
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More environmental groups, volunteers are focused on health of Tennessee River

~ Watch

Contmuedfrom page Al

renmental programs. '
And according to most
more - environmen-

tal groaps and volunteers are

- ———focusedon-the—health-of —the

Temm River than were
wa five years ago.
“:That includes the: World

.WildhfeFlmd, which opened an-

office in Nashville three years
ago.- This -is ‘the group’s fifth
U.S." office. Now. the same
g«‘m’p that won renown fighting

pandas and tigers has
helped remtroduce the ‘lake
sturgeon.

““We're trying ’g get to the
where ' we're “protecting
become en-

.Smith
of tlre World Wildhfe Fund. -

& '5:"

iy ”-

ﬂstofnvermomtorssum '

ibg the Tennessee. These in-
clnde maturing environmental

tion

a one-man o)

‘Lm&1995 now has a obbying
. w .
FgencemthestateLegxsla - tor
* fure. Over the last seven years,

thé Alabama Water Watch As-
sagiation developed into a sup-
port -network. for- Jocal volun-

' Smaller volunteer groups, -

_"mchastheFlmthverComer ‘
¥ation Association, -continue to.

t Aldbama

and Tennessee. The volunteers
monitor local tributaries and

. Spread the word about environ-
such as "soil -

thental concerns,
erosion and runoff pollution.

'.<~Alabamas official ‘monitor

of ‘water quality, the Alabama
Department of Environmental
Management, has also recently
enf more strict
0 counteract
gprawl.
LBut according to most river
vyatchers, while the attention
and concern has

-Toney to act has not.

< ADEM employees say they
et cuts in
Montgomery

--And some environmental
g_roups fear a backslide from

- ended in 1999, Now TVA does Smith -of the
. environmental work with prof-
- its from the sale of electricity. -

—Knoxvilley sard TVA-eventually

.o major cuts. since 1999.

: luhon controls or

-y, a wa
'thestateangap

 tion resource.

-the -

TVA,whosefederalenvrron ‘the French Broad Creek in
mental money for the river - Tennessee two years ago, sald

orld
Fund. -
The US. Fish and Wildlife
Dr. Stephen Smith, executive Service brought the species
director of the Southern Alli- fromWiseonsm.'l‘heTennessee
ance for Clean Energy in A uanum hatched the eggs.

trim' environmental
grams to save money.
g‘o;vterl' gyrstrf'lbutorlgv N 0

city from wa
the bottom line, he said ~ Sturgeon sighted

“Which I think is a very bad Recently, eon have been

precedent for the mana ,gement sighted in the Tennessee River
of the Tennessee River,” Smith - pear Knoxville, Smith said. -
said. Power distributors “don’t .

*l)‘he and the Tennessee Wildlife Re-
tc{ sources Agency, were mvolved.

Such large-scale collabora-

“haye a real appreciation for' tion among private and govern-
‘the finer, less economically ment

is still rare. Often’
driven featuresof managing an  volunteers are left to clean up

" aquatic system.” ' gl-rbutanessuchasthetyF(l:rolnt‘
- iver in Madison County, col-

‘No major cuts lecting debris from canoces.
However, TVA said the envi- = “I haven’t seen any evidence

ronmentalprogramhaveseen that it’s getting cleaner,” said

1 think there was some concern Assomatron,whrchholdsanan—
we would cut back” said Sue nual cleanup

who manag, ter -
e Problemnssollerosm

ams out of Cha
A. “In fact; we- mcreased . However, the main problem
qur monitoring over time.” with the Flint isn't litter; he
Founded ‘by Congress in said. It is soil erosion, New de-
1933 TVA doesn’t enforce pol- velopment disturbs the earth.
post warn- - When it rains, loose soil flows
ings. That’s up to individual into streams. The excess sedi-
state agencies. . -ment is chokihg the Flint, Fer-
‘Instead, TVA is, among Till said. Fish and mussels are
many thmgs, a power compa- threatened. .
assessor for -
vate market- - Association -is working to se-
er of new environmental tech- cure a federal grant to combat
nologies. It’s also the river’s- some erosion problems, as well
first-on-the-scene pollution as other pollution concerns, in-
scout. TVA locates environ- cluding runoff from cattle
mental problems and, when farms, Ferrill said. ¢
possrble, fixes them. - . But this is where a pollution
‘Most groups, from ADEM to problem grows beyond the
the Alabama Rivers Alliance, scope of a volunteer group. The
refer to TVA as an environ- Conservation Association holds
mental partner and informa- an annual festival to educate
~ homeowners and neighbors
That’s because TVA collects about the river. But only the
and shares data on the quality state can require remedies.
of the ion’s drinking water  Even on the T TVA
th of more than does not fine polluters. In Ala-
225 specm of fish in the Ten- bama, ADEM does.

nessee. in March, builders
: To that-end, TVA j sev- working on construction sites
eral other groups reintro- as small as an acre must get a

duce thousands of sturgeon into penmt fmm ADEM that as-

rldhfe'

Ben Ferrill, a volunteer: with
“When our funding changed, the Flint River Conservation - hasn

- The Flint River Conservatron '

'sures they took steps ta

. mize soil erosion. Worker

have to build sedimen

- ponds to catch the runoff,
‘mulch to shield the g

erect silt fences or line
age channels,
“It's a tremendous ch

Wm’“éard Steve Jenkins; chi
as the US. Geological Survey field operations.for A

“We rgngettlnf glo:m t
: ev:

A perxmt oosts $175 a
for less than five acres. It
*$1,025 for more. than 100 .
Jenkins saxd the new I
tions are . désigned f&

lems, rather than
uters afferward - .

Jenkins " also said A
more  than doubled its
based in Decatur as a res
the loss of federal fundin

~ TVA’s environmental

grams.
“Water quahty in genex
the. Tennessee Valley. prol
hasn’t changed Significant]

the last five years, said J:

Mcindoo, head of the wate

 vision of ADEM.

But Jenkins said - more
ple are monitoring water ¢
ty than 10 years ago.

Brad McLane, executive
rector of Alabama Rivers
anc; said hn: group fille
void in- recen
for state standartkyeamf’orplﬁ
quality and encouraging v¢
teer watershed groups.

McLane said he’s seen
mendous change” 'in the
few -years. “People are n
engaged; they know more.

- dia wr1te about the 1s.

more,”

.AndAbEMfeelsthep

sure of what McLane ca
grassroots water advocates
“They know we're out the
he said.
That wasn’t necemanly
case five years ago. -
On the Net:

- ADEM: www.adem.state.al.us =

Alabama Rivers Alliance:
www.alabamarivers.org

Alabama Water Watch Association:
www.albamawaterwatch.org :
Southern Alliance for Clean Energy:
www.cleanenergy-org - .
TVA: www.tva.gov

. World Wildiife Fund: www.worldlife.o



